Family Worship Guide – “Services for the Departed” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]…as for me and my house, we will serve (worship) the Lord (Joshua 24:15)

Considerations:
· If children are included, feel free to make it as simple or detailed as is appropriate, based on ages and attention spans. Keep in mind that not all questions need to be used. You might also consider splitting this up over multiple days/evenings. 

Possible questions/conversation-starters:

1. How many times a year do we have services for the departed, and during which months do they occur? (Three times a year – March, July, and November).

2. Why do we have services for the departed? What’s the biblical basis for them? (We have services for the departed because we believe that it’s possible for unredeemed souls to receive salvation in Christ even following death, given the love of Christ, and God’s desire that all men be saved; for Biblical basis and support, see the Bible verses below).

3. What do we believe happens during these services? What makes them so significant and special? (We believe that unredeemed souls can be brought into a close relationship with Christ through belief in Him and through the sacraments – Holy Communion, Holy Baptism, and Holy Sealing; these services are filled with hope and joy in Christ!). 

4. Read the story of Thomas (John 20:24-29). Why is he often referred to as “Doubting Thomas,” and how does this story relate to/connect with our services for the departed? (In order to believe that Jesus had truly resurrected from the dead, Thomas needed to see and feel His wounds – only then could He believe; because the salvation work in eternity is not visible, we must “believe without seeing”). 

5. How do you connect with the services for the departed personally? What is it about these services that impacts you the most?

6. How would you share the hope-filled message of these services with someone in a simple, easy-to-understand way? 

7. What part do we play in these services? (We can pray and intercede for the departed – especially those who did not know or believe in Christ in this life – that they may find salvation in Him). 

Pray together

Prompt: Pray that many souls out of eternity will come to know and experience the grace, mercy, love, and compassion of Jesus. Pray that they will believe in Him, and in His power to save and make free. Pray that they will desire to forgive others, just as Jesus desires to forgive them. Consider writing down the names of specific people that you want to pray for, and pray for them by name.

Sing together

It Is Well with My Soul (Hymnal 400) or
NAC Cape Town recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpktC3rRZc4

The Lord Is My Salvation – Keith and Kristyn Getty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjOGX5zT8KU

Living Waters – Keith and Kristyn Getty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LA9UfBEHciY

Bible Verses for support

1 Peter 3:18-20 (Jesus visits those in eternity from Noah’s time)
Matthew 25:46 (soul and spirit exist eternally)
Luke 9:30-31 (Evidence of an afterlife – Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration)
Luke 16:19-31 (Evidence of an afterlife and a glimpse into the realm of the dead – Parable of the rich man and Lazarus)
1 Corinthians 15:29 (Biblical basis for the dispensation of sacraments for the dead)
