Family Worship Guide – “I Am the Light of the World” 
(Part of the “I Am” series)
[bookmark: _GoBack]…as for me and my house, we will serve (worship) the Lord (Joshua 24:15)

Considerations:
· Before beginning the first “I Am” statement (and as a lead-in to this series), ask the children who they would say that they are if asked, and then ask them who they would say that Jesus is. See how their responses to the latter question line up with His seven statements.

Read God’s word together

Bible Verse – John 8:12

Possible questions/conversation-starters:

1. What do you think Jesus means when He says that He’s the light of the world? (He is the only source of spiritual light; just as natural, physical light is necessary for life on this earth—trees, plants, and flowers all need sunlight in order to survive—Jesus, the light of the world, is necessary for spiritual, eternal life; only through Him and through the truth He provides can we be saved and live with God forever!).

2. What does the darkness in this verse represent, do you think? (Sin). What do you think Jesus means, then, when He says that those who follow Him shall not walk in darkness? (If we try to learn about and live like Jesus, then we won’t be those who live in a state of continual and purposeful sinning—we’ll try to sin less so that we can be more like Jesus, who was sinless). 

3. In Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus says that we are also to be the light of the world. How can we do this? (By pushing back against sin, and trying to be a reflection of Jesus; we show the same love, grace, mercy, patience, and compassion to the world that He shows to us, and in so doing inspire others to leave the darkness of sin and come to Jesus). 

Additional video resource for teaching: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsaDKAtoGFA

Pray together

Prompt: Give thanks to Jesus for being the light of the world, and for making it possible for us to come out of the darkness of sin. Pray that His light might shine even more clearly in your life, and that you can be a light to others. 

Sing together

Lord, You Are the Light (Celebration Hymnal 97) or
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQ8kq1azVBU

Do You Shine? (Have children sing the chorus, and maybe even learn the motions!)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7rb7tFwcxHw

Any hymn/song of praise and worship!
