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We praise God with our offerings 
 
Bible Text: 
Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And 
many who were rich put in much. Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make 
a quadrans. 
-- Mark 12:41-42 
 
Message: Jesus looks into our hearts and sees that we bring our offerings out of love and 
gratitude. 
 
Introduction 
 
God is omnipotent and omniscient; nothing is hidden from Him. He even sees the smallest offering 
that we bring. By the example of the widow in our Bible text, our children can learn that offering is 
important and pleasing to God. And here God does not look at the amount, but rather at the heart 
of the giver. 
 
Main part 
 
The example of the widow illustrates a God-pleasing offering 
Although she herself only had very little, she did not go into the temple to beg for alms but to bring 
her offering there. Being a widow meant that she was very needy; she hardly had any money from 
which to live. Yet she brought her offering faithfully. Jesus observed all of this with great interest. 
He called His disciples over and told them that this woman had given all the money she 
possessed, and that her offering was therefore greater than that of the wealthy (verses 43–44). 
But what touched Him the most about this woman’s offering was her attitude of heart. She gave 
her last two coins in complete trust in God, and thereby commended her whole life into His hands. 
 
Our attitude of heart when we offer 
God sees beyond the offering itself and looks into our hearts. Let us offer faithfully, even if our 
circumstances are not as we would like them to be. Just as a child can move the heart of a mother 
or father with a simple gift or gesture of love, we can move the heart of Christ with even the 
smallest offering, if it is brought to Him out of love. 
 
Offering out of love 
God does not expect the children to give Him their last bit of pocket money. What is decisive is 
that they offer out of love. When offering they should think about Him. They should also be mindful 
of all the things He has already done for them, and still desires to do for them. It should be the 
desire of our hearts to be thankful to God and to bring Him joy by giving of that which we have. 
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Offering out of gratitude 
We take time and reflect on all the things the Lord has already given us. We are grateful for the 
sacrifice of Jesus and the many great gifts that we receive today and that which we will still 
experience in the future. We are aware of the fact that we cannot earn our redemption, but that we 
are completely dependent on the love and grace of God. The Lord desires to redeem us and will 
always remain at our side. Let us be thankful for this! 
 
Summary 
 

• The widow is an example of how we can bring offerings to God out of love and gratitude. 

• The Lord sees all the offerings and gifts we bring Him, no matter how large or small they 
are. 

• The more we understand the love of God, the more we want to respond to this love with our 
gratitude and actions. 

 
Didactic tips 
 
The children should understand that God has already given them a great deal out of love. If we 
appreciate what He has given us, we will gladly bring our offerings and thereby show Him our love 
and thankfulness. 
 
The children can think about what might have moved the widow to put money into the temple 
money box despite the fact that she was so poor. 
 
To help the children to better understand this theme, you could ask them questions, such as: 

• Can you remember a time when you made a special effort to bring joy to someone you love 
by making him or her a special gift? 

• Why did you want to make this gift for that person? 

• What feelings went through you when you saw the joy of the person who received this gift? 

• Why was Jesus more impressed with the offering of the widow than the offerings of 
everyone else? 

 
 

Supplemental Notes and Activity Ideas: 
 
Luke 6:38 

Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over 
will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to 
you. 

 



  

3 
  

 
Going Deeper… 
 

Love is the motivation – Matthew 22:37-40 
 
37Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 
 
Throughout Jesus’ life, we see the compassion that He had for the needs of those around Him. 
He gave beyond what the law required at that time because of the compassion and love He 
had for people, and because of His desire to do His Father’s will. Out of this same desire, we see 
that a Christian gives beyond the tithe to honor God and to provide others with what they need 
because we feel compassion for the needs of others. Jesus gave beyond the law. He gave 
everything, including His life, because He loved God, and thereby became the embodiment of 
God’s love towards us. It was what God wanted and what we needed. Christian giving is a 
function of our love towards God and each other, and is our response to meet the needs of others. 
(Giving is Love, Autumn 2017 Vision Newsletter) 
 

Visual Aids 
 
The Offering Bowl 
Tell the children that, together, they are going to bring an offering to God. Ask them to perhaps do 
extra chores at home to earn some money. (Inform the parents of this activity beforehand so they 
are aware of what’s being asked. Also tell them that the point isn’t for the children to earn a lot of 
money, but to sacrifice their time in order to make an offering to God, and so the chores don’t 
need to cost a high amount.) 
 
After 2-3 weeks, have the children bring in the money that they have collected and put it all 
together in a bag or container. Make sure the children understand that it does not matter who 
much they brought or if someone brought more than them, but rather that they were willing to 
sacrifice their time to bring an offering to God. 
 
After celebrating their hard work, the children can bring the offering to the offering box together 
and put it in. You might even consider praying together, asking God to accept their offering and to 
share that it was brought out of love for Him. 
 
Banana Budget 
You’ll need ten bananas for this activity. Tell the children that the bananas represent money and 
you are going to create budget together. Ask the children to name some things that they might 
need to set aside money for (i.e. food, school supplies, clothes, etc. This doesn’t have to be too 
adult-like.). As the children list their items, put a banana aside for each item. 
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Once the bananas have all been set aside, ask the children if they may have forgotten to budget 
for something. For example, 

• Did we forget something in our budget? 

• Is there something perhaps church-related that we should save our money for? 

• Should God be a part of our budget? 
 
Explain to the children that our budget should always include our offering that we plan to bring to 
God. You could even redo the “banana budget” starting with setting aside a banana for offering. (If 
the children initially include their offering as part of their budget, complete the budget and then 
congratulate them on including God as an important part of how they spend their money.) 
 

Congregation project 
 
Have the children share a time they gave a gift to someone because they loved that person (a 
present for a sibling or parent, etc.) 
 
Explain that every week, they have the opportunity to show God how much they love Him by 
giving an offering. 
 
Then have the children talk to a few members in the congregation and ask them why they bring 
their offerings to God. After they have talked with these members, gather together as a group and 
talk about the multiple reasons why someone brings an offering to God (i.e. love for God, 
thankfulness to God, praising God, etc.). Ask the children to consider bringing an offering the 
following week for one of these specific reasons and to think about what they what to show God 
by bringing that offering. 


